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P to the time of the Revolutionary War, or until about ‘the beginning of the present- century, land, when parcelled out;and
sold or granted, was described by ' Metes and Bounds,” and that system is still in existence in the following States, or in
* those portions of them which had been sold or granted when the present plan of surveys was adopted, viz.: New York,
, . Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina, Georgia, 'T'ennessee, Kentucky, Texas,
and the six New England States. To describe land by ¢“Metes and Bounds,” is to have a known land-mark for a place of beginning,
and then follow a line according to the compass-needle (or magnetic bearing), or the course of a stream,-or track of an-ancient high-
way. . This plan has resulted in endless confusion and litigation, as land-marks decay and, change, and it is a well-known fact that
-the compass-needle varies and does not always point due North. B T S e T
. As an example of this plan of dividing lands, the following description of a farm laid out by ‘“ Metes and Bounds,” is given: .
‘“ Beginning at a stone on the Bank of Doe River, at a point where the highway from A. to B. crosses said river (see point marked C..
on Diagram 1); thence 402 North of West 100 rods to a large stump; thence 10° North of West 90 rods; thence 15° West of North 80
rods-to an oak tree (see Witness Tree on Diagram 1); thence due Kast 150 rods to the highway;*thence following the course of the
highway 50 rods due North; thence 5° North of East 90 rods; thence 45° East of South 60 rods; thence 10° North of East 300 rods
to the Doe River; - thence following the course of ‘the river Southwesterly to the place of beginning.” -This, which is a ‘very simple
-and moderate description by “Metes and Bounds,” would leave the boundaries of the farm as shown in Diagram 1. - -

T r S e PR R b St e n Tt b ket % 2§ -

e 2

——
A —
e — e

e
Pt

Py

' EXPLANATION.
S o
Soile, 160 Rods Hne Inch.
o~ —— .
C, (s Burting Poing of the
1o - _ Suvvey, 4, B, s the Highe
E o . T T woy.

»

e

Sy

- ‘

R

o

i
y
—————— MERIDIANS AND BASE LINES.—— [l -
— A=k d Pl G .
i

DIAGRADL 2. -0 . 7 . o el Ll I T I e e

s - HE present system
of Governmental
-+ Land Surveys was
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that is, all its distances and

Sl bearings are measured from
‘ -1? o two lines which are at right
. = angles to each other, viz. :4-.
L These two lines, from which %J]
; : the measurements are made, |\m
are the Principal Meridians,
which run North and South,
4and the Base Lines, which
run East and West. These
Principal Meridians are es-
tablished, with great aocu-
racy, by astronomioal obser-
vations, Each Principal
Meridian has its Base Line,
and these two linesform the
basis or foundation for the
surveys or measurement of
all the'landg within the ter-
ritory which they control.
Diagram 2 showsall;of the
Principal Meridians and Base
Lines in the central portion
of the United States, and
from it the territory gov-
erned by each Meridian and
Base Line may be readily
distinguished. Each Merid-
4 Jianand Base Line is marked
PipepN| | with its proper number or
1. oHARL! | 1amé, as are also the Stand-
N ‘Q’FB?‘K“‘)B’ ard Parallels and guide (or
LourpvitL & | | auxiliary) Meridians, -
g|{C & \i "I - Diagram 3 illustrates what
gt L ‘| is meant when this method
. T %4 | is termed the ““ Rectangular
@2\ .- 7 || | System,” and how the meas-
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B |- which run at right angles to

: each other, Theheavy line
_;__d —-]..{ running North and South -
(marked A. A.) represents
the Principal Meridian, in
this case say the 5th Principal

e Meridian. = The heavy line (i
SATH | running Hast and - West -
s (marked B. B.) is the Base L
. p"G'E Line. These lines are used vt
. . of all measurements-or ‘sar- e
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- agthe gtarting points or basis
veys made in-territory con-
trolled by the 5th Principal

» Meridian,” The ‘same fact
applies to all other Principal
Meridians and their. Base

.| Lines. Commencing at the

oJ Principal Meridian, at inter-

‘vals of six miles, lines are

runNorthandSouth, parallel

to the Meridian. This plan
is followed .both East and

West of the Meridian
==_j| |-throughout .the territory.
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. ENTERED ACCORDING .TO ACT OF CONGRESS, IN THE YEAR 1858, BY-GEO._ A. OGLE.& CO., IN THE OFFICE OF THE LIBARIAN OF CONGRESS AT WASHINGTON. D, C. - .
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